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Sunday Events 
 

8:30 am  Online Worship 

9:30 am  In-Person 

Worship with 

 Communion 

9:30 am  Zoom Social 

Hour 

11:00 am  Communion 

via Zoom 
 

September 8 & 9 

First Day of Preschool 
 

September 8, 15, 22 & 29  

Zoom Sanctuary Choir 

at 7:00 pm 
 

Sunday September 20 

9:30 am Sunday School 
 

September 25 & 26 

Online Synod Assembly 
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 [God] brought him outside and said, “Look toward 

heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count 

them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants 

be.”  And he believed the LORD; and the LORD 

reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Genesis 15:5-6 
From the lesson for September 20 

 
In this passage from Genesis, 
God has made Abram a 
promise and Abram believed 
God, and God “reckoned it to 
him as righteousness. It would 
be decades before God’s 
promise of a child would be 
fulfilled and centuries before 
Abraham’s descendants were 
considered “a people.” 
Meanwhile, they would face 
challenges and their faith 

would waver from time to time. In all things though, 
God remained faithful. 
 
As we enter the sixth month of being the church 
during pandemic I am mindful of all the times of 
waiting in Scripture when God’s people had to trust 
that God was with them and loved them even as 
there was little to no evidence of it. Abraham and 
Sarah are outstanding examples. God entered into 
a relationship with them and made an amazing 
promise and Scripture says they believed.  
 
And then they waited, and waited, and waited, and 
waited, and waited and then waited some more. It is 
hard for us to fathom everything they experienced as 
they waited and wondered if God’s promise would 
be kept. 
 
We also know that that they both had times when 
their faith faltered and they didn’t trust God. And yet, 
God did not give up on them and when the time was 
right, the first part of God’s promise was fulfilled and 
Isaac was born. There would then be centuries of 
waiting before Abraham and Sarah’s progeny would 
become a nation, but God continued to be with them. 
  
Another example of waiting is God’s people during 
the Exile. I find this very appropriate and am looking 
forward to hosting a Bible study/conversation around 
the fire pit on September 20 at 7:00 pm. (See the 
separate article later in the newsletter.) 
 

Just as God was always with Abraham and Sarah 
and just as God was always with the people of Israel, 
even during the Exile, God is with us in the midst of 
this pandemic. We have an entire Bible full of 
witnesses to show us that God is able to deliver us 
from any challenge.   
 
We are called to continue trusting in and worshipping 
God even as our reality is not what we would 
choose. We are called to continue loving and serving 
our neighbors, (albeit in new ways). And we can be 
confident, that if and when our faith falters and we 
are less trusting than we would like to be, God 
continues to be present and faithful. Thanks be to 
God! 

      

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

GIVING AND EXPENSE UPDATE 
JULY 2020 YTD 

 

 Actual      Budget      Actual 
                        07/20 YTD       07/20 YTD   07/19 YTD 
 

General and Misc. Funds 
Income YTD     $309,220    $317,081  $290,552 
Expenses YTD      $319,707    $348,152  $289,806 
Over (short) YTD  ($10,487)    ($31,071)        $746 
 

Capital Fund   $92,752     $105,000   $93,714 
 

 

 
Dear St. Philip's Family,   
 

Thank you for all the love and support you have 
given me and Al through your prayers, cards, food, 
virtual hugs and visits while recovering from two 
surgeries due to bike accident injuries.  Your 
kindness has been overwhelming.   We are truly 
blessed.   
 

Patty and Al Todnem 
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Preschool Chatter 
 

September is going to be an exciting and new time 
for the preschool!  Staff have been very busy over 
the summer working on Covid-19 policies and being 
in close contact with our families on their plans for 
fall. We have laid out our best possible plans for 
keeping children and staff safe and are getting really 
excited to put those plans in to place and start 
teaching again! Just like church, preschool will not 
look exactly the same but the love for Jesus and our 
families will be our rock. 
 

Classes are set to begin on September 8 and 9. The 
first month of preschool is really about getting to 
know each other and how to be part of a classroom 
community. This year the first month will also include 
fun games and songs to help us practice good hand 
washing. 
 

We know, like everything in the world right now, 
preschool this year will be ever-changing. As a staff, 
we are ready for the challenges we may face and are 
looking forward to a great school year. As always, 
we are very thankful for the continued prayers and 
support! 
 
Blessings to you all, 
Becky Kaphing and Lorelei Rein 
Preschool Co-Directors 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
September 6  John 16:12-15  
 Acts 10:36-45 
 The Creed:  Holy Spirit 
 

September 13 Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8 
 Creation and Fall 
 

September 20 Genesis 15:1-16 
 God’s Promise to Abraham 
 

September 27 Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-
34; 50:15-21 

 God Works Through Joseph 

 

 
OFFICE CLOSED Monday, 

September 7 in honor of Labor 
Day.  If you are in need of pastoral 
care, please call Pastor Geier at 
563-357-2795. 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 

Congratulations to… 
 

All those celebrating their wedding anniversary 
in September.  Listed below are couples reaching a 
special anniversary… 
Raul and Ruth Jackson on their 56th wedding 
anniversary on September 5 
Mark and Susan Evenson on their 30th wedding 
anniversary on September 8 
Ken and Danielle Langenfeld on their 20th 
anniversary on September 9 
Andrew and Alisa Hoffman on their 15th wedding 
anniversary on September 17  
Greg and Kay Olson on their 45th wedding 
anniversary on September 20 
Merle and Eloise Arndtson on their 63rd wedding 
anniversary on September 22 
Tim and Emily Preston on their 30th wedding 
anniversary on September 22 
Sam and Lorena Willis on the birth of their son 
Elijah James Willis, born July 10 
 

Sympathies to… 
 

Ken Langenfeld and family as they mourn the 
death of his father Stanley Langenfeld 
Bruce Akins and family as they mourn the death of 
Sherry Akins 
 

 

ST. PAUL WOMEN’S (SWO) FALL 
BIBLE STUDY GATHERING 

CANCELLED 
 

The “Introduction to the 2020-2021 Gather Bible 
Study” scheduled for Saturday, September 12 at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church in North St. Paul has been 
cancelled.  With the current COVID-19 restrictions, 
which discourage gathering in large groups, we are 
unable to meet this year.   
 

This is an annual event many of us look forward to 
learning about the upcoming Bible Study and 
spending time with friends within the St. Paul Area 
Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO).  It is 
disappointing, but we look forward to gathering next 
year. 
 

You are encouraged to continue reading the Gather 
magazine and the Bible Study, and perhaps meeting 
via Zoom or in person with masks and social 
distancing – outside if the weather is nice. 
Questions?  Contact Virginia Coller – Chairperson 
651-777-0584 or email: ginnacoller@hotmail.com. 

mailto:ginnacoller@hotmail.com
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SINCE YOU ASKED. . .  

 
These answers might change in a day or month (are 
you used to all of the change by now?) There is a lot 
that I don’t know. What I DO know is that, like Abram 
and his descendants, God never stops giving us 
opportunities to grow, to be transformed by grace, to 
serve our neighbor and to love ourselves. Apart from 
the worship related questions addressed in my 
letter, here are the questions I most commonly hear. 
 
When are things going to get back to “normal”? I 
think a more helpful way to think about what is 
coming next is: Will we have the courage to move 
forward together into a future that we are unsure of 
in many ways? I am proud of you for all the changes 
you have had to make in your lives, personally and 
communally, and I have heard from you that it is A 
LOT! We are constantly learning together what the 
new “normal” will be, and we have new rituals and 
practices as a congregation. God can do new things 
and God will lead us into new things. 

 
What is our children’s ministry going to look like? 
Right now we are trying to survey and contact 
parents of school age children to find out what their 
hopes and needs are. We may be able to meet in 
person with smaller groups and with less frequency 
than in the past. Sarah and our Faith Formation 
Ministry Team are committed to finding safe, 
meaningful ways to engage and nurture the faith of 
the children and youth of our congregation. We are 
also looking at what will best serve and nurture our 
confirmation students. (On a side note, Our Adult 
Spiritual Growth Team is exploring how to support 
adults with learning events.) 
 
How can I keep growing my faith through all of this? 
Personal devotional practices will continue to be 
critically important. Taking time to read Scripture and 
be in conversation with God through prayer have 
never been more vital. As your pastor, I am always 
available to talk with you about your faith and the 
challenges you are facing. Trust me, you are not 
alone in feeling alone. 

 
For many people a huge part of being a Christian 
means gathering in community for worship on a 
Sunday morning. While we are going to start having 
worship in-person on August 23, it will not be the 
same experience that any of us would consider 
“normal.” My letter addressed many of the changes 
we can expect. But as different as it may be, we will 
be worshipping God, and that is what is most 
important.  

 
We are continuing to provide opportunities to 
interact through Zoom fellowship for our online 
worshippers on Sundays at 9:30 am and a Holy 
Communion service via Zoom on Sundays at 11:00 
am.  
 
If you have other ideas, I and your staff ministry team 
and church council would love to hear them! 
 

THANKS FOR ASKING!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September means the start-up of Circle Bible Study 
meeting the second Thursday of each month. We 
meet at church beginning at 9:30 am with the first 
study taking place September 12. This year will look 
a bit different due to Covid-19 rules of social 
distancing and the need to wear masks as we 
gather.  
 

In order to plan for the set-up of the room where we 
will meet, we ask anyone who plans to attend on 
September 10 to either call or email Susan Cruse. 
(651-437-1767 or sfcruse@embarqmail.com).  A call 
will also be made to the usual participants for any 
further questions. The morning will follow the same 
pattern as before except that there will be no food 
and people are asked to bring their own beverage 
and all will be seated socially distanced. 
 

The September-November 2020 study will be “Holy 
Time: Remembering the past, recognizing the 
present and reimagining the future” written by Rev. 
Meghan Johnston Aelabouni. The study is found in 
the Gather magazine. As usual there are a couple of 
extra copies in the WELCA mailbox by the church 
office. First come, first serve. The January-April 
2021 study has not been announced. 
 

The Synod wide introduction to the 2020-2021 Bible 
Study scheduled for September 12 has been 
cancelled.  
 

Obviously plans can and will continue to change.  
 

mailto:sfcruse@embarqmail.com
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FIRST IN-PERSON  
WORSHIP SERVICE OF  

2020 CORONA VIRUS PANDEMIC 
 

It was not short of historical to witness St. Philip's 
first in-person worship service on August 23, at 9:30 
am. Forty persons convened and enjoyed their 
return to being in the sanctuary in the company of 
fellow members.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Geier 
welcoming 

each 
worshipper 

Darla Kimmes and Pam Hoffman 
greeted people and recorded 

 their names 

Offerings were received 
before entering the 

sanctuary 

Communion elements were a 
one-piece unit of the host and 

grape juice taken into the 
sanctuary upon arrival 

The altar was adorned with living 
flowers for the celebrative day 

Tape clearly marked 
seating areas and 

walking paths 

Betty Lou Baysinger and  
Al Sieben were the first to be 
ushered into a marked pew 
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STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM 
ACTIVITY 

 
St. Philip’s Stewardship Ministry Team chose to 
have its monthly meeting in the old sanctuary. 
positioned safely and wearing masks. 
 
With humble gratitude, the Team received the 
financial status of St. Philip’s General Fund from 
Pastor Geier.  Through July, offerings from the 
congregation are more than meeting current 
expenses.  It will be necessary for members and 
friends of St. Philip’s to remain faithful in their 
response to God’s blessings through the regular 
giving of their offerings. 
 
Capital Fund giving is slightly below schedule, but 
regular monthly payments are being maintained.  As 
mentioned in the August newsletter, memorial gifts 
of nearly $3,000 honoring the life of Bert Goderstad 
were dedicated to the Capital Fund. This gift came 
at a timely period of St. Philip’s Capital Fund. 
 
The Stewardship Team expresses thanks to Jeannie 
Evans, Deborah Dreher, the Kristian Ronning 
Family, and Camille Johnson Oster for their personal 
messages of “Staying Connected While We’re 
Apart”, in the August newsletter. 
 
By the time this article is read, St. Philip’s will have 
had its first in-person worship service.  Having the 
option of worshipping in person is a positive 
alternative to the continuing virtual worship services. 
The giving of time and talents has been in play as 
the in-person services have been planned and 
delivered. Thank you to all who are able to help in 
these uncharted waters.  
 
Giving of their time on the Stewardship Ministry 
Team are Gerry Cardinal, Jeannie Evans, Gerri 
Lundby, Al Todnem, Sam Willis and Glenda 
Schnirring as chair. Pastor Geier serves the Team 
with his guidance and advice.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECENT SPAM EMAIL REQUEST - 
Recently someone has again been representing 
themselves as Pastor Geier asking for a favor, 
usually the purchase of gift cards. Again, we want 
you to know, PASTOR WILL NEVER CONTACT 
YOU TO ASK YOU FOR MONEY.   If you ever hear 
from Pastor in any form and wish to make sure it is 
him call the church office at 651-437-6541 or his cell 
phone at 563-357-2795. Yes, his cell number has an 
Iowa area code, but it is his. 
 

 

CAMPFIRE BIBLE STUDY 
 
In this Age of COVID, with social distancing or even 
isolation and quarantine, are you feeling like you are 
in exile from your friends, your family, co-workers, 
your church community -- perhaps even from God? 
You are not alone! And the Bible is full of stories of 
believers in exile. Come join a Campfire 
Conversation, led by Pastor Geier, on Exile, around 
the St. Philip's campfire circle Sunday, September 
20 from 7:00 - 8:00 pm. Bring your own chair, wear 
a mask and we will practice social distancing.  Hope 
to see you there. 

 

 
 
Sunday school will be beginning on Sunday, 
September 20 during the worship service at 9:30 am 
and will continue once a month. This will be in 
person, with social distancing and proper sanitizing. 
We are exploring different online/at-home options for 
families who are not comfortable coming to church 
in person.  
 

Confirmation will begin on Wednesday, October 7. 
This will be in person with social distancing, but we 
will also give students the option to Zoom into class. 
The confirmation registration form will be on the 
SPLC website soon! 
 

Questions?  Contact Sarah Bennett, Director of 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries at email:  
sarahb@splchastings.org or call or text her at 651- 
829-9182. 

mailto:sarahb@splchastings.org
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STAYING CONNECTED  
WHILE WE’RE APART 

 
Hello St. Phillip's 
Friends! We are 
Jeff and Stacy 
Carlson and our 
family has been a 
part of St. Philip's 
for many years. 
Jeff moved to 
Hastings on 
Halloween day in 
1985. The next 
day was Sunday, 
and he wanted to go to church. He didn't know a soul 
in town but had heard that a college classmate was 
the youth minister at St. Philip's so that's where he 
went. Jeff was greeted warmly and enjoyed the 
service. That Sunday also happened to be the first 
day of new member classes...so he stayed and 
joined the church that afternoon!  
 

Four years later, Jeff and I were married by then 
pastor Phil Wold and have raised our family at St. 
Philip's. Baptisms, Sunday School, Green Lake 
Bible Camp, Confirmation classes and retreats, 
Vacation Bible School, Candlelight Dinners, 
Children's Choirs and musicals are only some of the 
joys and memories that we have experienced over 
the years. Reflecting on our involvement in and our 
history with this church, I am keenly aware of how 
we have all been shaped and nurtured by St. 
Philip's.   
 

We also found a community of people here who 
have welcomed us, who have supported us, who 
inspire us by their acts of service and care for others, 
who show by example what it means to be followers 
of Christ, and who have become friends. I like to 
think that this is the signature of our church; care and 
concern, love and friendship, a line connecting us 
from day one to today.  
 

During the pandemic, we have been mostly staying 
home, honing our cooking skills, playing games, 
biking and taking walks, reading, and relishing the 
time we have together. Our son Ben (27) and our 
daughter Maddie (24) have moved home with us and 
are working remotely. Our daughter Hannah (25) 
joins us frequently via FaceTime from Nashville 
where she is working and going to nursing school. 
We have also enjoyed lots of weekend getaways to 
our cabin in northern Wisconsin where we watch 
church online. The beauty of the nature that 

surrounds us up there truly makes our worship 
experience even more awe-inspiring!  
 

We have enjoyed the online services, but like many 
of you, miss the connections and fellowship that 
occur with in-person worship and look forward to 
seeing you soon. We continue to remain grounded 
in Hope, ever mindful that God is bigger than a 
pandemic, bigger that all of the trials and struggles 
that we encounter and that He loves us beyond 
measure. Hold fast to that Truth!  
 
 

Hello, church friends. 
I’m Glenda 
Schnirring, a member 
of St. Philip’s since 
1967, the year of its 
beginning.  My 
husband and two of 
my three daughters 
had moved to 
Hastings in August. 

We were in church the first Sunday. 
 

From that day forward I adopted St. Philip’s as an 
extension of my life.  I care about its life, its health 
and above all its future.  When one cares for 
something you give it all you have. That’s how I see 
my commitment to St. Philip’s, and its ministries.  
 

So, here comes one of the biggest universal 
enemies I’ve personally experienced, namely the 
Covid-19 pandemic. I have nothing to complain 
about personally. I live alone on a fixed income in a 
safe home. The weight of the pandemic for me is my 
concern for what it is doing to those with chronic 
health issues and those without adequate finances 
due to job loss or riot-ravaged homes and 
businesses. Added to what concerns me is how St. 
Philip’s will come out of this expected long period of 
time of not enjoying personal contact with each 
other. I miss not knowing when a fellow member has 
experienced hardship, illness, death, economic 
stress, mental anguish or planning a move that will 
take them away from St. Philip’s. These are times 
we share the gifts of the Holy Spirit, giving to one 
another, hope and comfort. We are “a village of 
believers” in which the corporate spirit of the Body is 
fed through its people. This kind of reaching out is 
now done in new ways like electronic 
correspondence, note writing, phone calling, or 
visiting my “west end chat room” on my front yard. 
However we minister to each other, it must always 
be “wrapped in a package called prayer”. I want to 
see you again and “call you by name”.  

(continued) 
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As I wait for that day, my love for St. Philip’s has 
motivated me to lead the Stewardship Team every 
month and plan a meaningful Stewardship focus for 
everyone as fall approaches.  Another effort the 
Team has been doing is the monthly Newsletter 
piece called “Staying Connected While We’re 
Apart”.  The Team also speaks, to you through the 
newsletter with inspiration from the stewardship 
prospective of time, talent, and finances.  
Another project I enjoyed adopting was being the 
site-leader of the recent mulch laying project. Its 
completion provides evidence of what our House of 
Worship means to its people.  Being outside, 
weeding, trimming shrubs, pruning trees and 
spreading Preen was done with joy by me along with 
a good number of volunteers whom you see named 
in another piece in this newsletter. It was a victory of 
sorts to take that summer job on and see it to 
completion. 
 
You have just read my reflections of my “Covid 
summer” of 2020. I’m an active old-timer who likes 
to lead projects which I believe build spirit and 
community for SPLC. Those of you who would go to 
“Lutheran Night at the Twins” or make pies for the 
annual “Pie Behind Historic LeDuc” most likely miss 
those events just as I do.  
 

In closing know you are thought about and prayed 
for. Join me in prayers for Pastor Geier and the staff 
who plan and deliver our virtual worship services, 
and devotionals, for the challenging job of new youth 
ministries director, Sarah Bennett. St. Philips’ youth 
are the building blocks of God’s kingdom on earth. 
Our ministry to them releases them to serve Him in 
new realms and settings.  Blessings to you all. 

 
 

Hello to all of our 
family at St. Philip’s 
Lutheran Church. We 
are the Klos Family; 
Jen, Jordan, Connor 
and Mackenzie. We 
have had the joy of 
worshiping with you 
since we moved to 
Minnesota in 2017.  
 

Our family was 
relocated here for 
Jordan’s job as an air 

traffic controller (ATC). He was placed at the 
Farmington Air Traffic Center after completing an 
intense 5 months of training and testing in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. During that time, Connor (then 3) 

Mackenzie (then under 1) and I stayed behind in 
Rhinelander, Wisconsin, where we had called home 
for all of Connor’s life. I continued to work full time 
as a frontline manager at the local credit union, the 
job I loved and thrived in for our entire time in 
northern Wisconsin. It was quite the experience for 
our family.  
 

Through that time, we had to take things day by day, 
rely on family (a lot) and I learned how little we 
actually control in life. It was a time of much prayer 
and failures and finding ways to get by. Anxiously 
awaiting the next step but trying not to wish away 
each special moment with our life, friends and young 
children. Funny how I could say the same of our time 
today.  
 

May 2017 Jordan got the news that we had been 
praying for; he passed his studies in a very high 
stress classroom and was given placement in 
Minnesota. He had been studying and awaiting that 
call since 2013. Many years of dreams, finally 
coming true. Of course, another lesson in God’s 
time, not ours. Today, Jordan continues to work for 
the FAA at the Farmington ATC Facility, and is 
almost through all of his certifications and trainings. 
He enjoys the challenge of his work and working 
within the aviation industry. 
 

Since coming to Minnesota I have been working for 
an accounting firm, BerganKDV, doing finance work 
for Charter Schools across the state of Minnesota. 
Working for our state’s schools and helping these 
unique entities navigate their financials so they can 
focus on students is an absolute passion I have 
found. State reporting is complicated, and our school 
leaders wear so many hats I continually strive to find 
ways to make their job easier. Now, with schools 
going distant, funds getting stretched in even new 
directions and a whole new set of needs—this 
continues to be even more important to me.  
 

These days I continue to do my work, just from a 
station set up in our home. Jordan has been home 
on assigned leave since things so abruptly stopped 
in March, and still has no timeline on being back to 
work again. Our kids have been home since March 
as well. I try and focus on the truly unique time we 
have been given. I know I would have never in a 
million years thought our busy family with two strong 
careers, would suddenly find all of us together, side 
by side, day in and day out. It gets hard sometimes, 
and I think our kids would love a vacation from us 
(and probably us them!) but we’ve tried to make the 
most of it. Connor is eager to begin first grade with 
his class at Randolph schools this fall. Mackenzie is 
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thrilled to start PreK in fall with her friends she 
misses so dearly.  
 

We so long for a day when we can come back to our 
church family, which has been such a blessing to us 
in all these transitions of life. I miss most the smiles 
and the profound feeling of love just walking through 
the doors. The friends from all different walks of life 
that will hug you when you’re having a hard day. The 
friends that have become family and we have gone 
far too long without seeing. Letting my children find 
comfort and joy in the church and the people I know 
will watch them grow and support them through their 
journey. Above all, in these times - I pray. For God’s 
strength, for our world to find a way to move forward, 
for the chance to hug so many of you again, and for 
His will to be done. Because, I’ve learned who runs 
things—I’m trusting in Him to keep up the good work 
He’s done. Day by day.  
 
 

Greetings, Fellow St. 
Philippians! I hope you 
have all been doing as 
well as can be expected 
during this strange time 
in history. Who would 
have known that a 
pandemic would occur 
during our lifetime? 
  

This is Kathy Thomas, 
resident of Hastings, for a little over one year, and a 
member of St. Philip’s Lutheran Church for a little 
over six months. I am a member of the Sanctuary 
Choir, so in March I was really looking forward to 
being able to sing for Palm Sunday and Easter 
services. We had begun to rehearse wonderful, 
uplifting music for these joyous occasions. Imagine 
my dismay when we were unable to have church in 
person following the stay at home order. Not only 
that, but the enjoyable choir rehearsals were 
terminated as well. RATS!  
  

Onward, and upward, however. The middle of March 
I began helping my grandsons, Jase and Tyler 
Alcorn, with their school studies. I must admit, I really 
enjoyed this new task! The boys weren’t as excited 
about it as I was, but soon they forgot that it was 
supposed to be drudgery for them (in their way of 
thinking). We survived the daily assigned lessons 
and had an activity break, walking around the 
neighborhood, enjoying the early signs of spring, in 
the middle of the day. Soon the school year came to 
a close. We were none the worse for the wear, and 
I learned a LOT, even if the boys hadn’t learned quite 

as much as they might have had they had school in 
person.  
  

During the summer, I have been using the time 
to reconnect with nature. Minnesota is such a 
beautiful state to explore! I have been to many of the 
county parks in the area, but my favorite has been 
Spring Lake Park. Its beauty during the different 
seasons of the year has been overwhelming! My 
grandsons often accompany me on these 
adventures. Our favorite path at Spring Lake is the 
one to the east that follows the river back westward 
to a magical ravine with a rock bridge and a long 
staircase back to the upper path. We have seen 
many species of birds, insects and other aspects of 
nature, each one seeming to be more beautiful than 
the last --- God’s glory experienced through the 
senses! We even met a couple and their 
grandchildren at the playground there who are also 
members of St. Philip’s that I hadn’t encountered 
before the stay at home order! 
  

Some of the more special moments for me during 
the pandemic have occurred on Sundays. I love 
being able to worship online with Pastor Geier and 
the worship team. The music has been wonderful! I 
especially enjoy singing aloud with the hymns and 
passing the peace through the video. My fellow 
condo mates probably don’t enjoy that as much as I 
do, but it is so much fun! I have also enjoyed having 
the opportunity to attend the Zoom sessions at 9:30 
am on Sundays. Zoom meetings are easily 
accessed, and I would encourage anyone who has 
the internet to try to tune in to one or two, as well as 
to the communion Zoom, which is being offered at 
11 am on Sunday mornings. It is great to see fellow 
parishioners at these meetings.  
  

I look forward to beginning our new way of meeting 
in person for church beginning August 23.  I’m sure 
there will be differences we will have to get used to, 
but to me, nothing can replace the gathering on 
Sundays in person. Waving from afar instead of the 
handshake, while observing the smile in the eyes, 
because we are wearing masks, are wonderful ways 
to take a moment to greet one another. I will 
probably still watch the online services so I am able 
to sing at the top of my lungs, and speak the things 
aloud that we did during services before COVID-19 
made its presence known to us.   
  

Sunday is the special day set aside to worship the 
Lord. Psalm 118:24 “This is the day that the Lord 
hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!”  Take a 
moment each and every day to celebrate life and 
God!!!  
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ST. PHILIP’S GROUNDS HAVE BEEN GROOMED AND BEAUTIFIED  
 

On Friday August 7, the final step of beautifying St. Philip’s south-facing grounds with truckloads of mulch 
took place. The time consuming and costly nature of the project was made possible through volunteer hours 
of members and a generous financial gift earmarked for landscape enhancement.  
 

An appeal for weeding began in June with minimal response.  As a July appeal continued a few people kindly 
came forward and began weeding.  With the grounds so vast there was concern that preparation for the mulch 
project may have to be delayed. In late July an appeal to a selected group of members was done resulting in 
32% of those households responding.  They worked digging out every weed large and small from dry and 
rocky soil for several hours on several days. They also trimmed shrubs, pruned small trees, and spread Preen 
over the prepared surfaces. 
 

The whole project was so worthwhile. Sincere appreciation is extended to those who were able to respond to 
the need and work to its completion.  St. Philip’s House of God was beautified by His people.  
 

Members to which enormous thanks are expressed are: 
  

Bruce Arndtson  Lisa Bergert Mary Charlson 
Wayne Fahlstrom Jim and Denise Jacobs Neil and Jan Misegades 
Bill Pavlish  Paul Swanstrom Robyn Tank  
Al and Patty Todnem Cindy Toppin Lois Twedt 
Martha Vaughan and friend Sadie Reiners and Glenda Schnirring - project coordinators 
 

(Full apologies to any omitted name) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A total of thirty-six spirea and 
spreading juniper (by the front 

entrance) were trimmed two times 
as time passed before the  

August 7 spreading of the red 
cedar mulch  

 

Precision Landscape of 
Hastings, did the mulch 

delivery and spreading.  A crew 
of 10 was given directions by 

their project leader 
 
 
 

These guys leaned on 
their fork 5 seconds for 

this photo 
 

Council VP Sadie 
Reiners, is seen 

spreading Preen on 
bare weeded soil. Sadie 

was SPLC’s contact 
with Precision and got 
the contract approved.  

 

Many trees on the grounds and 
islands were pruned by Paul 
Swanstrom and Bruce Arndtson 
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Worship Leaders  
September 2020 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 
  swansonhastings@centurylink.net 
 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
 

Nathan Griner 
   nathang@splchastings.org 
 

Sarah Bennett, Director of Children, 
Youth and Family Ministries 
  sarahb@splchastings.org 
 

Christine Rydel, Business Manager 
  christiner@splchastings.org 
 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
 johnd@splchastings.org 
 

Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
   listak@splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  
Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S PRESCHOOL 
www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 
Online Worship Posted on Facebook and 
   YouTube on Sundays at 8:30 am 
   “St. Philip’s Lutheran Church Hastings MN” 
 

Social Hour via Zoom at 9:30 am 
 

Communion via Zoom at 11:00 am 
 

In-Person Worship Sundays at 9:30 am 
 
Sunday School: 
September 20 at 9:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nathang@splchastings.org
mailto:sarahb@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org

